Biology 9 Course Syllabus
Mr. Pérez 
Room 242C   
   
 Ronald Wilson Reagan High School
    
Phone # 414-304-6142
E-mail: perezji@milwaukee.k12.wi.us




    website: bio9perez.weebly.com
Effort


Biology is a challenging course and is a great introduction into the sciences.  This course will prepare you for later science courses that are either required by this school to graduate, or for admission into a four-year university.  If you are enrolled in this course, you are expected to strive for nothing less than “Proficient” throughout the year and to give nothing less than your best effort.  You will succeed in this class.
Materials and Supplies

You are responsible to have the following items in class everyday unless otherwise noted by your instructor:

· Text: Biology
· 1 three ring binder (1.5”-2.5” in size) with these items:
· Binder Dividers (7)

· Sheet protectors (5-10)

· 100 Sheets of Loose leaf paper (college or wide rule)

· Pencils &  pens (red, black, green & blue)

· 1 small pack of colored pencils
· 1 pack of printer paper (8 ½” x 11) – Optional–Donations to class are appreciated
Grading Policy


Grades will be based on the following scales:



A = 100-89


(AD) Advance = 100-89
MYP Advance: 5-6


B = 88-79


(PR) Proficient = 88-75 
MYP Proficient: 3-4



C = 78-70


(BA) Basic = 74-60

MYP Basic: 1-2


D = 69-60


(MI) Minimal = 59-45 
MYP No Evidence: 0


U = 59-0


(O/I) No evidence  = 44-0
Grades are determined as the percentage of the total points earned in the following areas:


MYP Assessments (35%)

Content Knowledge (40%)

Final Exam (25%)

Assignments and Absences
Absences

If you are not in class because of an excused absence or because of school business, you have one day for each day not in class to make up the work missed or as teacher discretion applies.  If work is turned in during this grace period, full credit earned will be given. You are responsible for picking up any assignments that you missed.  See me for any missed work.

Late Work

Completed practice/homework is a demonstration of your effort in this class.  Practice/Homework will be checked but will have no point value.  Therefore, late homework can be turned in at any time.  However, in order to retake a unit test, all practice assignments for that unit must be completed.  
· For all Graded work there will be two due dates:  If a student does not turn in an assignment on the first due date, that student’s grade will be recorded as a zero (O)

· Students can retake graded assignments to improve their scores.  Even students who did not complete an assignment can “retake” (i.e. turn it in).  All retakes need to be completed by the second due date.

· For students who did not turn in an assignment on the first due date, they will be given one week to turn their “retake.”
Exemptions


Students may exempt the final exam for this class only if they meet the necessary criteria:
1. No more than 3 excused absences

2. Overall grade of 79% or greater

3. Has turned in 99% of the practice/homework (can be turned in any time)

4. Has completed at least 36/40 SToP Questions
Website
Students and parents are expected to stay in touch with the class website.  The address is bio9perez.weebly.com which will be used to remind students of homework assignments, test, projects, quizzes, etc.
Note Outlines

Unit Note outlines will be placed online on the website bio9perez.weebly.com and also provided for in class.  If students lose an outline they have the option to print a replacement of the outlines and complete any missing notes during ELO (Extended Learning Opportunity) which happens after lunch.  Students who do not will still be responsible for the notes given during class.  All notes must be put in their 3-ring binders.
Attendance

Attendance is very important.  Please make every effort to be in class everyday.  An attendance bonus will be given as follows per semester:



No absences = 2% Bonus



1 Absence = 1% Bonus

Extra Credit
Students who complete homework and SToP questions, and regularly participate in class will receive a “DNA Dollar” which can be used for extra credit.  One DNA dollar equals to one point of extra credit that can be used only on test and quizzes to help you improve your overall grade.
Approaches to Learning

In all Reagan courses students will be evaluated on the following IB approaches to learning:

•Self-management

•Social

•Communication

•Thinking

•Research

Students will earn scores of Exceeding, Meeting, In Progress and Limited Progress based on their demonstration of the Approaches to Learning through class activities including the following:
•Participation in classwork and discussions

•Timely completion of practice, evidence and retakes

•Collaboration and communication in group activities

•Appropriate preparation for class evidences, projects and IB Exams
Laboratory Work

A lab grade will be given for each lab performed.  Your lab grade is based on several things.  It is based on how well directions are followed, how well safety rules are followed, and accuracy of the final lab report.  Safety in the lab is very important.  Always wear goggles when required to. If the instructor witnesses a violation of a safety rule, a ticket will be issued.  One ticket will lower a lab grade by thirty percent.  Two tickets equal a detention; student will then be asked to sit down and will NOT receive credit for the lab.  If a third violation is received in one mark period for the same offence, parents will be notified.  Any behavior that is harmful to other students or the teacher will NOT be tolerated!  This will result in removal from the lab, and or removal from the class!
Classroom Rules

Anything that you do that prevents me from teaching or another student from learning is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.

1. Keep your hands, feet, and objects (including harsh words) to yourself.

2. Speak at appropriate times using appropriate language.

--) I DO NOT TOLERATE OFFENSIVE / RUDE LANGUAGE

3. Be in your seat and ready to begin when the bell rings. – Do not stand around before the bell rings!
4. Remain in your seat unless you have permission to move about the room.

5. Leave food, backpacks/ large purses or handbags, jackets, and electronic equipment at home or in your locker.

6. Copying or cheating is unacceptable.
If You Choose to Break Classroom Rules:


Consequences for breaking rules 1-4 at my discretion:

· Warning and apology

· One-on-one conference (after class)
· Detention
· Call Home
· Referral to administrator
Consequences for breaking rule 5:

I will politely thank you for your donation to the Hungry Man Task Force or the Gear for Geeks clothing drive.  (All confiscated electronics will be delivered to the office at the end of the day!)

Consequences for breaking rule 6:



All papers, for this or any other class, will be confiscated, destroyed, and zeroed. 
Bathroom Passes

Bathroom passes will be given out during emergencies or during class worktime.  Any abuse of the bathroom pass may result in students speaking to an administrator regarding the matter.
Final Notes

1. Biology is a course that builds on previously learned material.  If you get lost today, you will not get what we go over tomorrow. My room is open during ELO.  Do not wait until it is too late.

2. I am open to any comments about a lesson, grades, or class work.  However, please save these comments until after class or you may write them down and put them into my mailbox in the office with your name printed and signed.

3. Every single student in this class will succeed.  It is my job to guide and assist you in achieving this goal.  Tutoring or extra help is available to all students during ELO period or after school.  I look forward to having a successful year with you!  This will best be accomplished with the students, parents, and teachers all communicating and working together.  I am glad you are in my class!

Course Outline

(Subject to Change)

I. Scientific Method
i. MYP Assessment: Science Fair
II. Cells
i. MYP Assessment: Cell Model
III. Cell Energy
i. MYP Assessment:
Respiration Lab
IV. Cell Multiplication
i. MYP Assessment: Tic Tac Toe
V. DNA – RNA- Proteins

i. MYP Assessment:

Bioethics Paper
VI. Inheritance
i. MYP Assessment: Family Pedigree Project
VII. Classification
i. MYP Assessment: Lab Assessment
VIII. Introduction to Ecology
i. MYP Assessment: Tic Tac Toe
Name: ________________________________
Block: _____


Last,



First

Proof of Purchase
Parents, with your help I know that this will be a great year for your child in this classroom.  I ask that both you and your student sign and return this sheet as proof that you have read over and understood the material presented in this syllabus.  Please also provide a number where I could reach you at and an e-mail address so I can create an e-mail list to effectively reach parents with updates concerning our class.  If you have any questions please call or e-mail me.  Thank you and I know that we will have a great year.

______________________________                             _______________________________

      Students Name: Please Print                                                   Student Signature

______________________________                            _________________________________


Parent Name: Please Print                                                   Parent Signature

_______________________________                            ______________________________

 Parent’s regularly used phone number                                        Parent’s e-mail address
