Writing Problem Statements


Writing a problem statement can be a problem if you don’t know what one is. Knowing how to write one involves knowing what it is not:

· not a topic

· not a vague proposition

· not an explanation of how to do something
and knowing what it should be.  A problem statement identifies:

· an issue

· a controversy

· a problem

· a problem, controversy or issue’s significance

· a specific purpose

· research questions/hypotheses

· a framework for reporting – provides a way to answer the “so what” question

A written problem statement is one to two sentences describing a situation that is in need of more information on a problem which needs further study.  The well written problem statement will propose a method for collection of the needed data on the problem to gain evidence or to add to what is already known about it. When correctly written, a problem statement should:

· include a question relating to background research

· clearly state what will be investigated

· include a way to collect data

· clearly state what and how measurement will occur 

· identify a sample group

· use correct grammar

· not imply or point fingers at any specific cause or solution

To be successful in writing your problem statement, remember:

· you are writing to a professional oriented audience/reader

· to use objective language – consider the problem as an observer without an emotional connection to it

· to use language which will help you understand how to do what you plan to do

· to explain to the audience/reader how you became aware of the problem and its importance 

Examples:

Poor:  

How does the shape affect the time of descent of a nylon parachute, when parachutes with square, circular, and rectangular canopies of the same surface area are tested?

Better:

How does shape affect the time of descent of a nylon parachute, when parachutes with square, circular, and rectangular canopies, all with a surface area of 900 cm2, are dropped from a height of 30 meters?   


Why: 
Details! Details! Details!
